
Praised by her mentor John Adams, Mercy Otis Warren was America’s first woman playwright and
female historian of the American Revolution. In this unprecedented biography, Nancy Rubin Stuart
reveals how Warren’s provocative writing made her an exception among the largely voiceless women
of the eighteenth century.

“A fascinating reminder . . . that the ideals of independence resonated as strongly with
American women as with American men.” —CHRISTINE M. KRIESLER, American History

“[Warren] relished hurling her verbal darts and piercing male pomposity. Adams was her most
celebrated target, but others, including John Hancock, came to feel the prick of her barbs. No
one has ever captured the spirit of this woman better than Stuart.”

—DR. WILLIAM M. FOWLER, JR., Distinguished Professor of History at Northeastern 
University and former director of the Massachusetts Historical Society

“Warren was one of the great scribes of our American Revolutionary era.” 
—LARRY and SARALEE WOODS, American Spirit

“Death by lightning, duels, treason, smallpox, 16-page rants written with quill pens, nervous
breakdowns. This may sound like the stuff of an overwrought period novel, but it’s straight-
forward fact in Nancy Rubin Stuart’s nuanced biography of Mercy Otis Warren.”                    

—KATHLEEN WILCOX, Bust

NANCY RUBIN STUART is an award-winning author, journalist and writer-producer who specializes in women and social histo-
ry. Her previous books include The Reluctant Spiritualist, American Empress, and Isabella  of Castile.  She currently serves as one
of the directors of the Women Writing Women’s Lives Seminar at the Graduate Center of the City University of New York.  While
researching Mercy Otis Warren, she received a 2005 William Randolph Hearst Fellowship from the American Antiquarian Society. 

Third Annual J. Robert Maguire Lecture
Saturday, August 29, 1:00 P.M.

Mount Independence State Historic Site, Orwell, VT
Directions: Mount Independence is located in Orwell, Vermont. From route 22A, turn west onto route 73 at
the blinking light. Where 73 bears to the right, continue straight. The next time the road forks, about four
miles, bear right and follow that road till you reach the Visitor Center. Park across the road.

Admission: The event itself is free, but there is a $5 admission to the site (free for children under 15 years old).

For more information, visit www.mountindependence.org 
or call (802) 948-2000.

$20.00 PAPERBACK
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